
2026 Arizona Youth Survey 2026



About the Arizona Youth Survey
 The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, in partnership with 

Arizona State University School of Criminology & Criminal 
Justice, administers the Arizona Youth Survey every two years

 41,235 8th, 10th, and 12th grade students from across the state
 7th grade supplemental report 

 Online survey focuses on:
 Substance Use
 Exposure to Violence/Bullying
 Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)
 Delinquent/Risky Behaviors
 Risk and Protective Factors



2026 AYS Participants

8th 10th 12th

Gender


Chart1

		19501		12394		9340



8th Grade

10th Grade

12th Grade

Grade

47.3%

30.1%

22.7%
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				8th Grade		10th Grade		12th Grade

				19,501		12,394		9,340
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		Category 1		Category 1		Category 1		Category 1		Category 1		Category 1



Hispanic

White

Multi-racial

Black/African American

Asian American/PI

Native American

Race and Ethnicity

18587

14646

2240

2200

1998

1301
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				Hispanic		White		Multi-racial		Black/African American		Asian American/PI		Native American

		Category 1		18,587		14,646		2,240		2,200		1,998		1,301

		Category 2		2.5		4.4		2

		Category 3		3.5		1.8		3

		Category 4		4.5		2.8		5







8th Grade Lifetime Substance Use


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Marijuana		Marijuana		Marijuana

		Inhalants		Inhalants		Inhalants

		OTC Drugs		OTC Drugs		OTC Drugs



2022

2024

2026

0.219

0.192

0.156

0.136

0.109

0.101

0.115

0.082

0.058

0.066

0.043

0.04

0.036

0.028

0.031
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				2022		2024		2026		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		21.90%		19.20%		15.60%

		E-Cigarettes		13.60%		10.90%		10.10%

		Marijuana		11.50%		8.20%		5.80%

		Inhalants		6.60%		4.30%		4.00%

		OTC Drugs		3.60%		2.80%		3.10%







10th Grade Lifetime Substance Use

5.0% 
Nicotine 
Pouches


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Marijuana		Marijuana		Marijuana

		Cigarettes		Cigarettes		Cigarettes

		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens



2022

2024

2026

0.333

0.278

0.251

0.206

0.161

0.144

0.226

0.165

0.119

0.062

0.053

0.049

0.037

0.035

0.029
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				2022		2024		2026		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		33.30%		27.80%		25.10%

		E-Cigarettes		20.60%		16.10%		14.40%

		Marijuana		22.60%		16.50%		11.90%

		Cigarettes		6.20%		5.30%		4.90%

		Hallucinogens		3.70%		3.50%		2.90%







12th Grade Lifetime Substance Use

7.3% 
Nicotine 
Pouches


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Marijuana		Marijuana		Marijuana

		Cigarettes		Cigarettes		Cigarettes

		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens



2022

2024

2026

0.453

0.421

0.349

0.27

0.23

0.187

0.343

0.277

0.196

0.094

0.097

0.086

0.069

0.055

0.047
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				2022		2024		2026		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		45.30%		42.10%		34.90%

		E-Cigarettes		27.00%		23.00%		18.70%

		Marijuana		34.30%		27.70%		19.60%

		Cigarettes		9.40%		9.70%		8.60%

		Hallucinogens		6.90%		5.50%		4.70%







8th Grade 30-Day Substance Use


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Marijuana		Marijuana		Marijuana

		Inhalants		Inhalants		Inhalants

		OTC Drugs		OTC Drugs		OTC Drugs



2022

2024

2026

0.086

0.077

0.061

0.063

0.044

0.042

0.055

0.038

0.028

0.021

0.015

0.014

0.012

0.009

0.012
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				2022		2024		2026		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		8.60%		7.70%		6.10%

		E-Cigarettes		6.30%		4.40%		4.20%

		Marijuana		5.50%		3.80%		2.80%

		Inhalants		2.10%		1.50%		1.40%

		OTC Drugs		1.20%		0.90%		1.20%







10th Grade 30-Day Substance Use


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Marijuana		Marijuana		Marijuana

		Cigarettes		Cigarettes		Cigarettes

		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens



1.8% 
Nicotine 
Pouches

2022

2024

2026

0.139

0.119

0.1

0.103

0.071

0.068

0.109

0.078

0.062

0.016

0.013

0.016

0.009

0.008

0.009
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				2022		2024		2026		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		13.90%		11.90%		10.00%

		E-Cigarettes		10.30%		7.10%		6.80%

		Marijuana		10.90%		7.80%		6.20%

		Cigarettes		1.60%		1.30%		1.60%

		Hallucinogens		0.90%		0.80%		0.90%







12th Grade 30-Day Substance Use


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol		Alcohol

		Marijuana		Marijuana		Marijuana

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Cigarettes		Cigarettes		Cigarettes

		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens		Hallucinogens



2.5% 
Nicotine 
Pouches

2022

2024

2026

0.226

0.223

0.168

0.175

0.141

0.102

0.148

0.125

0.097

0.025

0.031

0.031

0.016

0.011

0.01
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				2022		2024		2026		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		22.60%		22.30%		16.80%

		Marijuana		17.50%		14.10%		10.20%

		E-Cigarettes		14.80%		12.50%		9.70%

		Cigarettes		2.50%		3.10%		3.10%

		Hallucinogens		1.60%		1.10%		1.00%







Fentanyl Awareness Trends

58.2%
12th grade students reported seeing or hearing 
commercials or ads warning about fentanyl


Chart1

		2022		2022		2022

		2024		2024		2024

		2026		2026		2026



8th Grade

10th Grade

12th Grade

Talked to Parents About the Dangers of Fentanyl

0.143

0.191

0.197

0.302

0.377

0.364

0.384

0.45

0.41
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				8th Grade		10th Grade		12th Grade

		2022		14.30%		19.10%		19.70%

		2024		30.20%		37.70%		36.40%

		2026		38.40%		45.00%		41.00%

				4.5		2.8		5
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		2022		2022		2022

		2026		2026		2026



8th Grade

10th Grade

12th Grade

Students Reporting They Had Never Heard of Fentanyl

0.47

0.337

0.247

0.191

0.079

0.056
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				8th Grade		10th Grade		12th Grade

		2022		47.00%		33.70%		24.70%

		2026		19.10%		7.90%		5.60%

		Category 3		3.5		1.8		3

		Category 4		4.5		2.8		5







30-Day Substance Use & Gender


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Marijuana		Marijuana

		Binge Drinking		Binge Drinking

		Polydrug Use		Polydrug Use

		Cigarettes		Cigarettes

		Nicotine Pouches		Nicotine Pouches



Male

Female

0.085

0.109

0.053

0.072

0.051

0.058

0.029

0.035

0.015

0.018

0.018

0.014

0.02

0.009
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				Male		Female		Column3		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		8.50%		10.90%

		E-Cigarettes		5.30%		7.20%

		Marijuana		5.10%		5.80%

		Binge Drinking		2.90%		3.50%

		Polydrug Use		1.50%		1.80%

		Cigarettes		1.80%		1.40%

		Nicotine Pouches		2.00%		0.90%







Reasons for Using Drugs & Alcohol



Youth Substance Access

From relative 21+ At a party

From family

From friends

From family

From home

Doctor/pharmacyRx Drugs
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		From relative over 21

		From parent/guardian

		At a party



From parent/guardian

At a party

Series 1

Alcohol

0.307

0.349

0.457
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				Series 1		Column1		Column2

		From relative over 21		30.70%

		From parent/guardian		34.90%

		At a party		45.70%






Chart1

		At a party

		From family/relatives

		From friends



Series 1

Marijuana

0.277

0.29

0.619
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				Series 1		Column1		Column2

		At a party		27.70%

		From family/relatives		29.00%

		From friends		61.90%






Chart1

		From family/relatives

		Doctor/pharmacy

		From home



Series 1

0.408

0.435

0.556
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				Series 1		Column1		Column2

		From family/relatives		40.80%

		Doctor/pharmacy		43.50%

		From home		55.60%







Comparing 7th Graders
Lifetime Use: 7th vs. 8th Grades


Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Inhalants		Inhalants

		Marijuana		Marijuana



7th Grade

8th Grade

0.123

0.156

0.077

0.101

0.038

0.04

0.037

0.058
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				7th Grade		8th Grade		Column3		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		12.30%		15.60%

		E-Cigarettes		7.70%		10.10%

		Inhalants		3.80%		4.00%

		Marijuana		3.70%		5.80%






Chart1

		Alcohol		Alcohol

		E-Cigarettes		E-Cigarettes

		Inhalants		Inhalants

		Marijuana		Marijuana



Females

Males

7th Grade Lifetime Use & Gender

0.129

0.117

0.09

0.064

0.047

0.028

0.044

0.03
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				Females		Males		Column3		Column1		Column2

		Alcohol		12.90%		11.70%

		E-Cigarettes		9.00%		6.40%

		Inhalants		4.70%		2.80%

		Marijuana		4.40%		3.00%







Frequency of Alcohol Use
Reported 30-Day Use


Chart1

		7th Grade		7th Grade

		8th Grade		8th Grade

		10th Grade		10th Grade

		12th Grade		12th Grade



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

0.031

0.013

0.041

0.02

0.064

0.036

0.102

0.065
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		7th Grade		3.10%		1.30%

		8th Grade		4.10%		2.00%

		10th Grade		6.40%		3.60%

		12th Grade		10.20%		6.50%







Frequency of E-Cigarette Use
Reported 30-Day Use


Chart1

		7th Grade		7th Grade

		8th Grade		8th Grade

		10th Grade		10th Grade

		12th Grade		12th Grade



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

0.013

0.017

0.021

0.021

0.022

0.046

0.025

0.072
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		7th Grade		1.30%		1.70%

		8th Grade		2.10%		2.10%

		10th Grade		2.20%		4.60%

		12th Grade		2.50%		7.20%







Frequency of Marijuana Use
Reported 30-Day Use


Chart1

		7th Grade		7th Grade

		8th Grade		8th Grade

		10th Grade		10th Grade

		12th Grade		12th Grade



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

0.008

0.01

0.01

0.017

0.019

0.043

0.031

0.072
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		7th Grade		0.80%		1.00%

		8th Grade		1.00%		1.70%

		10th Grade		1.90%		4.30%

		12th Grade		3.10%		7.20%







Frequency of Substance Use

Frequent Users
(3+ times)

Experimental Users
(1-2 times)
Reported 30-Day Use


Chart1

		2022		2022

		2024		2024

		2026		2026



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

Alcohol

0.074

0.047

0.07

0.043

0.057

0.031
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		2022		7.40%		4.70%

		2024		7.00%		4.30%

		2026		5.70%		3.10%






Chart1

		2022		2022

		2024		2024

		2026		2026



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

E-Cigarettes

0.031

0.055

0.024

0.042

0.021

0.036
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		2022		3.10%		5.50%

		2024		2.40%		4.20%

		2026		2.10%		3.60%
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		2022		2022

		2024		2024

		2026		2026



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

Marijuana

0.031

0.055

0.023

0.043

0.016

0.033
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		2022		3.10%		5.50%

		2024		2.30%		4.30%

		2026		1.60%		3.30%







Gender & Frequency of Substance Use
Frequent Users
(3+ times)

Experimental Users
(1-2 times)

Reported 30-Day Use


Chart1

		Male		Male

		Female		Female



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

Alcohol

0.048

0.029

0.066

0.034



Sheet1

				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		Male		4.80%		2.90%

		Female		6.60%		3.40%

		10th Grade		1.90%		4.30%

		12th Grade		3.10%		7.20%






Chart1

		Male		Male

		Female		Female



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

E-Cigarettes

0.017

0.032

0.025

0.041
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		Male		1.70%		3.20%

		Female		2.50%		4.10%

		10th Grade		1.90%		4.30%

		12th Grade		3.10%		7.20%






Chart1

		Male		Male

		Female		Female



Experimental Users (1-2 times)

Frequent Users (3+ times)

Marijuana

0.014

0.032

0.018

0.034
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				Experimental Users (1-2 times)		Frequent Users (3+ times)		Column3		Column1		Column2

		Male		1.40%		3.20%

		Female		1.80%		3.40%

		10th Grade		1.90%		4.30%

		12th Grade		3.10%		7.20%







Internet & Social Media Use

1 in 5 students have 
social media accounts their 
parents do not know about

30.7% 

Communicated with 
someone they have 
never met in person in 
the past 30 days

68.0% 

Parents have talked about 
the risks associated with 
communicating with 
strangers online



Contact Information
AYS Website
https://www.azcjc.gov/Programs/Statistical-Analysis-Center/Arizona-
Youth-Survey

AYS Data Visualization Center
https://www.azcjc.gov/Data/Arizona-Youth-Survey

Allyson J. Horgan, PhD
Statistical Analysis Center Director
Arizona Criminal Justice Commission
ahorgan@azcjc.gov 
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